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Dimitra Milioni

Curriculum vitae

Personal Data
Assistant Professor                                                           Office:  210-5294348

Agricultural University of Athens                                        Email:  dmilioni@aua.gr
Agricultural Biotechnology Department                          

Iera Odos 75, 11855

Athens, Greece

Education  

1989:
B.Sc. in Biology, School of Sciences, Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, Greece.

1992-1997:
Ph.D. Molecular Biology Laboratory, Agricultural University of Athens. Dissertation title: "Isolation, characterization and structural analysis of the hsp90 genes from Arabidopsis thaliana". 

Academic position

2017- today:       Associate Professor, Biotechnology Department, Agricultural University of Athens, Athens, Greece

2003- 2017:       Assistant Professor, Biotechnology Department, Agricultural University of Athens, Athens, Greece
Research Experience

2002-2003:     Marie Curie post-doctoral fellow (Return Grant) in Dr. P. Hatzopoulos laboratory, Agricultural Biotechnology Department, Agricultural University of Athens, Athens, Greece    

2000-2002:
Marie Curie post-doctoral fellow in Dr. M. McCann’s laboratory, Cell & Developmental Biology Department, John Innes Centre, Norwich Research Park, UK.

1999 - 2000:
Post-doctoral fellow in Prof. Robert’s’ laboratory, Cell & Developmental Biology Department, John Innes Centre, Norwich Research Park, UK 

1997-1999:
Post-doctoral fellow in the Agricultural Biotechnology Department, Agricultural University of Athens. Research project: The EU Arabidopsis genome project.

Summer 1994:
Research fellow in Brassica and Oilseeds Research Department, John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK. Research project: Molecular genetic regulation of embryo development in oilseeds.

Summer 1993:
Research fellow in Brassica and Oilseeds Research Department, John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK. Research project: Regulation of gene expression by bi-directional promoter in plant embryos.

1989-1990:
Post-graduate research assistant, in the Department of Biology at the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki. Research project: The isolation and characterization of b-tubulin genes in Drosophila auraria.

1987-1988   :
Honors Degree Thesis, Laboratory of Microbiology, Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki, Greece. Diploma thesis title: Protein synthesis in the moderately halophilic bacterium Deleya halophila in response to various stress conditions.

Fellowships

1994:
Short term EMBO fellowship.

1993:
Short term Human Capital and Mobility fellowship.            

1987:
Aristotelian University Grant issued from the Fellowship foundation of the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki.  

Academic and administrative duties
Teaching- supervision
1. Teaching Molecular Biology (lectures & practical courses; 104h/ 26 weeks, Molecular and Developmental Plant Biology (lectures & practical courses; 24h/ 13 weeks), Recombinant DNA Technology (lectures & practical courses; 64h/26 weeks), Plant Biotechnology (practical courses; 8h/26 weeks), Molecular Ecology and Adaptation (lectures 6h/26 weeks) (BSc level) [1 semester equals 13 weeks]
2. Teaching Gene Regulatory Networks controlling Arabidopsis plant reproduction (4h/26 weeks ) and Essential Plant Biology (4h/26 weeks) (MSc level). 
3. Supervised eight completed Masters projects and fifteen diploma theses (BSc level).

4. Supervised one completed PhD project (Theoni Margaritopoulou, 2008-2012).
5. Supervision of two PhD student (Panagiota Plitsi, 2016-; Ioanna Kaltsa, 2019-).
6. Co-Supervised three completed PhD projects (Ioanna Myrtziou, Koudounas Konstantinos, Despoina Beris in collaboration with Drs. K. Papadopoulou, P. Hatzopoulos and K. Haralampidis respectively).

7. Co-supervision of four PhD projects (George Kapolas, 2005-2010; Chryssa Valasaki, 2013-2019; Loukia Roka, 2016-; Margarita Thomopoulou, 2016- in collaboration with Drs K. Haralampidis, A. Roussis and P. Hatzopoulos respectively.
8. Member of the qualifying committees of 16 PhD students (Agricultural University of Athens, National and Kapodestrian University, University of Thessaly)
Academic-society services
1.  Member of the Coordination Committee of the Postgraduate Program ““Systems Biology”  of the Department of Biotechnology (2015-)

2.   Member of the Coordination Committee of the Postgraduate Program “Biotechnological Applications in Agriculture” of the Department of Agricultural Biotechnology (2009-2011)
3.   Member of the Biotechnology Department Curriculum Committee (2017)

4.   Member of the Senate of the Agricultural University of Athens (2006-2007)

5.   Member of The Agricultural University Library Committee (2007-2009)

6.   Member of the board of the Agricultural Museum of the Agricultural University of Athens (2012-2014)

7.   Member of several electorate committees in Greek Universities
8.  Member of University/Departmental bid committes in respect of procurement of chemical supplies, instruments and other services.
9. Invited biology speaker in primary/high schools
Publications (refereed journal articles and book chapters):
Average IF SCI: 5.2, Total Citations:1580, h index=13
1. Samakovli, D. Ticha T., Ovecka M., Luptovciak I., Zapletalova V., Krasylenko Y., Komis G., Samajova O., Margaritopoulou T., Roka L., Milioni D., Hatzopoulos P., and Samaj J. (2018). Environment and HSP90 modulate MAPK stomatal developmental pathway. Biorxiv. doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/426684 (accept pending major revision in Molecular Plant). 

2. Samakovli D, Roka L, Plitsi P, Kaltsa I Daras G, , Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2019) Active BR signaling adjusts the subcellular localization of BES1/HSP90 complex formation. Plant Biology, doi: 10.1111/plb.13040. 

3. Toumi I, Pagoulatou MG, Margaritopoulou T, Milioni D, Roubelakis-Angelakis KA (2019) Genetically Modified Heat Shock Protein90s and Polyamine Oxidases in Arabidopsis Reveal Their Interaction under Heat Stress Affecting Polyamine Acetylation, Oxidation and Homeostasis of Reactive Oxygen Species. Plants  8, 323; doi:10.3390/plants8090323. 

4. Podia V, Milioni D, Valassakis C, Katsareli E, Roussis A, Haralampidis K (2018) Molecular and functional characterization of Arabidopsis thaliana VPNB1 gene involved in plant vascular development. Plant Science.
5. Alexopoulou E, Monti A, Elbersen W, Zegada Lizarazu W, Millioni D, Scordia D, Zanetti F,  Papazoglou EG, Christou M (2018) Switchgrass: From Production to End Use. In Perennial Grasses for Bioenergy and Bioproducts (ed Alexopoulou E), Academic Press, Elsevier.

6. Podia V, Milioni D, Martzikou M, Haralampidis K (2018) The role of Arabidopsis thaliana RASD1 gene in ABA-dependent abiotic stress response. Plant Biology, doi:10.1111/plb.12662.
7. Kapolas G, Beris D, Katsareli E, Livanos P, Zografidis A, Roussis A, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2016) APRF1 promotes flowering under long days in Arabidopsis thaliana. Plant Science 253: 141-153. 10.1016/j.plantsci.2016.09.015.

8. Margaritopoulou T,  Kryovrysanaki N,  Megkoula P,  Prassinos C, Samakovli D, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2016) HSP90 canonical content organizes a molecular scaffold mechanism to progress flowering. Plant Journal 87:174-187.

9. Beris D, Kapolas G, Livanos P, Roussis A, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2016) RNAi-mediated silencing of the Arabidopsis thaliana ULCS1 gene, encoding a WDR protein, results in cell wall modification impairment and plant infertility. Plant Science 245:71-83.
10. Margaritopoulou T, Roka L, Alexopoulou E, Christou M, Rigas S, Haralampidis K, Milioni D (2016) Biotechnology towards energy crops. Molecular Biotechnology 58:149-158.

11. Zografidis A, Kapolas G, Podia V, Beri D, Papadopoulou K, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2014) Transcriptional regulation and functional involvement of the Arabidopsis pescadillo ortholog AtPES in root development. Plant Science 229:53-65.

12. Samakovli D, Margaritopoulou T, Prassinos C, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2014) Brassinosteroid nuclear signaling recruits HSP90 activity. New Phytologist 203:743-757. 

13. Daras G, Rigas S, Penning B, Milioni D, McCann CM, Carpita N, Fasseas C, Hatzopoulos P (2009) The thanatos mutation in Arabidopsis thaliana cellulose synthase 3 (AtCesA3) has a dominant-negative effect on cellulose synthesis and plant growth. New Phytologist 184:114-126.

14. Prassinos K, Haralampidis K, Milioni D, Samakovli D, Krambis K, Hatzopoulos P (2008) Complexity of Hsp90 in organelle targeting. Plant Molecular Biology 67:323-334.

15. Zografidis A, Kapolas G, Kitsios G, McCann MC, Roberts K, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2007) Isolation and characterization of ZePES and AtPES, the pescadillo orthologs from Zinnia and Arabidopsis. Plant Science 173:358-369.

16. Dahiya P, Milioni D, Wells B, Stacey N, Roberts K,  McCann MC (2005) A RING domain gene is expressed in different types of leaf trace, stem and juvenile bundles in the stem vascular system of Zinnia. Plant Physiology 138:1383-1395.
17. Milioni D, Sado P-Ε, Stacey NJ, Domingo C, Roberts K, McCann M (2002) Analysis of gene expression patterns as mesophyll cells from Zinnia elegans trans-differentiate to tracheary elements. Plant Cell 14: 2813-2824
18. Haralampidis K, Milioni D, Rigas S, Hatzopoulos P (2002): Combinative interaction of cis elements specify the expression of the Arabidopsis thaliana AtHsp90-1 gene. Plant Physiology 129: 1138-1149.
19. Hatzopoulos P, Banilas G, Giannoulia K, Gazis F, Nikoloudakis N, Milioni D and Haralampidis K (2002) Breeding, Molecular Markers and Molecular Biology of Olive Tree. European Journal of Lipid Science and Technology 104: 574-586.

20. McCann MC, Stacey NJ, Dahiya P, Milioni D, Sado PE, Roberts K (2001) Zinnia. Everybody needs good neighbors. Plant Pysiology 127: 1380-1382.

21. Milioni D, Sado P-E, Stacey NJ, Roberts K and McCann MC (2001) Differential expression of cell-wall-related genes during formation of tracheary elements in the Zinnia mesophyll cell system. Plant Molecular Biology 47:221-238.
22. McCann MC, Bush M, Milioni D, Sado P-Ε, Stacey NJ, Catchpole G, Defernez M, Carpita NC, Hofte H, Wilson RH and Roberts K (2001) Approaches to understanding the functional architecture of the plant cell wall. Phytochemistry 57: 811-821.

23. Milioni D, Franz G, Sung R, Hatzopoulos P (2001) Gene expression during heat-shock in embryonic carrot cell lines. Plant Cell Tissue and Organ Culture 65: 221-228.

24. McCann MC, Domingo C, Stacey NJ, Milioni D, Roberts K (2000) Tracheary element formation in an in vitro system. In: Cell and Molecular Biology of Wood Formation (Savidge R, Barnett J and Napier R, eds.), Bios Scientific Publishers Ltd., Oxford.

25. Beis D, Argiros S, Milioni D, Rigas S, Haralampidis K, Samakovli D, Douka A, Hatzopoulos P (2000): Sequence analysis of 66.5 kb region of the chromosome IV from Arabidopsis thaliana. In: Genome sequencing and comparative analysis (Eds. AS Tsaftaris and AN Polidoros). University Press Thessaloniki.

26. Bevan M, Bancroft I, Bent E, Love K, Goodman H, Dean C, Bergkamp R, Dirkse W, Van Staveren M, Stiekema W, Drost L, Ridley P, Hudson SA, Patel K, Murphy G, Piffanelli P, Wedler H, Wedler E, Wambutt R, Weitzenegger T, Pohl TM, Terryn N, Gielen J, Villarroel R, De Clerck R, Van Montagu M, Lecharny A, Auborg S, Gy I, Kreis M, Lao N, Kavanagh T, Hempel S, Kotter P, Entian KD, Rieger M, Schaeffer M, Funk B, Mueller-Auer S, Silvey M, James R, Montfort A, Pons A, Puigdomenech P, Douka A, Voukelatou E, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P, Pivarandi E, Obermaier B, Hilbert H, Duesterhoeft A, Moores T, Jones J.D.G, Eneva T, Palme K, Benes V, Rechman S, Ansorge W, Cooke R, Berger C, Delseny M, Voet M, Volckaert G, Mewes HW, Klosterman S, Schueller C, Chalwatzis N (1998) Analysis of 1.9 Mb of contiguous sequence from chromosome 4 of Arabidopsis thaliana. Nature 391: 485-489.

27. Haralampidis K, Milioni D, Sanchez J, Balttrusch M, Heinz E and Hatzopoulos P (1998) Temporal and transient expression of stearoyl-ACP carrier protein desaturase gene during olive fruit development. Journal of Experimental Botany 49: 1661-1669.

28. Milioni D and Hatzopoulos P (1997) Genomic organization of hsp90 gene family in Arabidopsis. Plant Molecular Biology 35: 955-961.

29. Scouras ZG, Milioni D, Yiangou M, Duchene M and Domdey H (1994) The β-tubulin genes of Drosophila auraria are arranged in a cluster. Current Genetics 25: 84-87.
30. Economou A, Roussis A, Milioni D and Katinakis P (1988) Patterns of protein synthesis in the moderately halophilic bacterium Deleya halohpila in response to sudden changes in external salinity. FEMS Microbiology Ecology 62: 103-110.

Referred conferences proceedings

31. Samakovli D, Ovecka M, Ticha T, Luptovciak I, Zapletalova V, Krasylenko Y, Komis G, Samajova O, Roka L, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P,  Samaj J (2018) Development of stomata is mediated by interactions between heat shock proteins 90 and YODA signalling pathway. New Biotechnology 44:S16 doi: 10.1016/j.nbt.2018.05.1253. 

32. Samakovli D, Luptovciak I, Ovecka M, Ticha T, Zapletalova V, Krasylenko Y, Komis G, Samajova O, Roka L, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P,  Samaj J (2018) Heat shock protein 90 interplay with YODA signalling pathway modulates SPCH activity to regulate stomata development.  New Biotechnology 44:S102

33. Alexopoulou E, Christou M, Fritsche U, Papadopoulou E, Monti A, Nissen L, Schurr U, Schmid E, Alatsidis I, Stefanidou R, Panoutsou C, Heller K, Baraniecki P, Milioni D, Margaritopoulou T, Zucchini V, Grigore A, Pages X, Alfos C, Reiders M (2013) Non-food Crops to Industry Schemes for a European Bio-based Industry and Sustainable Agriculture. doi: 10.5071/21stEUBCE2013-5BO.11.5.

34. Alexopoulou E, Cosentino SL, Soldatos P, Reinhardt G, Rettenmaier N, Elbersen W, Krasuska E, Monti A, Fernando AL, Mackiewicz-Talarczyk M, Christou M, Panoutsou C, Zegada-Lizarazu W, Duarte MP, Milioni D, Tenorio JL, Scordia D, Testa G (2011) 4F Crops: Survey and Analyse the Parameters that Play an Important Role in the Successful Establishment of Non-Food Cropping Systems. doi: 10.5071/19thEUBCE2011-OD4.1
35. Alexopoulou E, Cosentino SL, Soldatos P, Reinhardt G, Rettenmaier N, Elbersen W, Krasuska E, Monti A, Fernando AL, Mackiewicz-Talarczyk M, Christou M, Panoutsou C, Zegada-Lizarazu W, Duarte MP, Milioni D, Tenorio JL, Scordia D, Testa G (2011) 4F Crops: Survey and Analyse the Parameters that Play an Important Role in the Successful Establishment of Non-Food Cropping Systems. doi: 10.5071/19thEUBCE2011-OD4.1.

36. Daras G, Rigas S, Penning B, Milioni D, McCann CM, Carpita N, Fasseas C, Hatzopoulos P (2008) Thanatos mutation in CesA3 gene exhibits a nonconditional semidominant-negative phenotype on Arabidopsis primary cell wall formation.  FEBS 275: 361

37. McCann MC, Tewari J, Zhou S, Olek A, Malik K, Perez I, Mills M, McKeehan N, Milioni D, Sado PE, Derbyshire P, Roberts K, Carpita NC (2005) Generating genetically-defined variation in pectin structures in the plant cell wall. Abstr Pap Am Chem S 229: 15-CELL Part 1 MAR 13.

38. McCann MC, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Carpita NC, Hofte H, Reiter WD, Roberts K (2000) Molecular architecture of the plant cell wall. Abstr Pap Am Chem S 219: 15-CELL Part 1 MAR 26.
Murphy DJ, Fairbairn D, Keddie JS, Bowra S, Slocombe SP, Cummins I, Milioni D, Piffanelli P (1994) Analysis of seed-specific gene promoters and their differential temporal regulation during development. Journal of Cellular Biochemistry, NoS18A:114.

Conferences/Meetings attended
1. Samakovli D, Ovecka M, Tichá T, Luptovciak I, Zapletalová V, Krasylenko Y, Komis G, Šamajová O, Roka L, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P, Šamaj J (2018) Development of stomata is mediated by interactions between heat shock proteins 90 and YODA signalling pathway. 18th European Congress On Biotechnology, Geneva, Switzerland.
2. Samakovli D, Luptovciak I, Ovecka M, Tichá T, Zapletalová V, Krasylenko Y, Komis G, Šamajová O, Roka L, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P, Šamaj J (2018) Heat shock protein 90 interplay with YODA signalling pathway modulates SPCH activity to regulate stomata development. 18th European Congress On Biotechnology,Geneva, Switzerland.
3. Spanou D, Trigazis E, Samakovli D, Roka L, Hatzopoulos P and Milioni D (2016) The role of HSP90 in modulating the CLAVATA pathway. 67th Hellenic Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (HSBMB) meeting. Ioannina, Greece.

4. Kapolas G, Beris B, Katsareli E, Livanos P, Zografidis A, Roussis A, Milioni D and Haralampidis K (2016) The WD40-repeat protein APRF1 from Arabidopsis thaliana is involved in flowering time control. 10th meeting of the Panhellenic Society of Biological Sciences (PSBS), Athens, Greece.

5. Podia V, Katsareli E, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2016) Functional analysis of VPNB and ARM3 from Arabidopsis thaliana, encoding Armadillo-repeat domain proteins. 10th meeting of the Panhellenic Society of Biological Sciences (PSBS), Athens, Greece.

6. Kapolas G, Beris B, Katsareli E, Livanos P, Zografidis A, Roussis A, Milioni D and Haralampidis K (2016) APRF1 promotes flowering under long days in Arabidopsis thaliana. 67th Hellenic Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (HSBMB) meeting. Ioannina, Greece.
7. Margaritopoulou T, Kryovrysanaki N, Megkoula P, Prassinos C, Samakovli D, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2015) HSP90 canonical content organizes a molecular matrix mechanism to progress flowering. EMBO Conference “Signalling in plant development”, Brno, Czech Republic. 
8. Margaritopoulou T, Kryovrysanaki N, Megkoula P, Prassinos C, Milioni D and Hatzopoulos P (2015) HSP90 networks interconnected pathways in flowering transition and flower development. Plant Organ Growth Symposium, Ghent, Belgium
9. Katsavou E, Beri D, Kapolas G, Roussis A, Milioni D and Haralampidis K (2014) The plant specific UBA1 gene from Arabidopsis thaliana encodes a UBA-like protein, involved in the vegetative to reproductive phase transition during plant development. 36th Hellenic Society for Biological Science (EEBE) meeting. Ioannina, Greece.
10. Podia V, Katsareli E, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2014) Molecular and functional characterization of an Arabidopsis thaliana Arm repeat containing protein. 65th Hellenic Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (HSBMB) Conference, Thessaloniki, Greece.
11. Hatzopoulos P, Samakovli D, Margaritopoulou T, Prassinos C, Milioni  D (2012) HSP90 intergrades in BR nuclear signalling. International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR), Vienna, Austria.
12. Beris D, Kapolas G, Roussis A, Milioni D, Haralampidis  Κ (2012)  AtLFL1 and AtULC1 are two homologous WD4o repeat proteins with distinctive regulatory function in plant development. 34th Hellenic Society for Biological Sciences Annual Conference, Trikala, Greece.
13. Podia Β, Katsareli Ε, Milioni D, Haralampidis K (2012) Molecular and functional characterization of an ‘ARM’ repeat protein form Arabidopsis thaliana. 34th Hellenic Society for Biological Sciences Annual Conference, Trikala, Greece.
14. Milioni D (2012) Breeding molecular genetics technologies and their potential applications in a crop-specific manner to address a wide range of breeding constraints. Thematic workshop on “Non-food crops for a European bio-based industry and sustainable agriculture”. Invited Speaker. University of Bologna, Italy.
15. Dimopoulou A, Margaritopoulou T, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2010) The function of the HSP90 during shoot development. 32nd of the Hellenic Association for Biological Sciences Scientific Conference, Karpenissi, Greece.
16. Margaritopoulou T, Kryovrisanaki N, Prassinos C, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2010) Dynamics of HSP90 in the control of development in plants. 32nd of the Hellenic Association for Biological Sciences Scientific Conference, Karpenissi, Greece.

17. Daras G, Rigas S, Penning B, Milioni D, McCann CM, Carpita N, Fasseas C, Hatzopoulos P (2010) The effect of thanatos mutation on the biogenesis of primary cell wall in Arabidopsis thaliana. 32nd of the Hellenic Association for Biological Sciences Scientific Conference, Karpenissi, Greece.
18. Rigas S, Margaritopoulou T, Hatzopoulos P, Alexopoulou E, Christou M, Milioni D (2010) Crops2industry.XVII Congress of the Federation of European Societies of Plant Biology (FESPB), Valencia, Spain.
19. Margaritopoulou T, Rigas S, Hatzopoulos P, Alexopoulou E. Milioni D (2010) 4Fcrops. XVII Congress of the Federation of European Societies of Plant Biology (FESPB), Valencia, Spain.
20. Margaritopoulou T, Kryobrisanaki N, Prassinos K, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P (2009) HSP90 and molecular plant developmental mechanisms. 31st Hellenic Society for Biological Science (EEBE) meeting. Athens, Greece.

21.  Zografidis A, Lantzouni O, Milioni D and Haralampidis K (2009) Transcriptional regulation and protein interactions of AtPES from Arabidopsis thaliana. 11th Hellenic Botanical Society (EBE) meeting. Athens, Greece. 
22.  Daras G, Rigas S, Penning B, Milioni D, McCann CM, Fasseas C, Carpita N and Hatzopoulos P (2008) Semidominant-negative cesa3 mutant in Arabidopsis inhibits primary cell wall formation. 19th  International Conference on Arabidopsis research, Montreal, Canada.

23. Daras G, Rigas S, Penning B, Milioni D, McCann CM, Fasseas C and Hatzopoulos P (2008) Thanatos mutation in CesA3 gene exhibits a nonconditional semidominant-negative phenotype on Arabidopsis primary cell wall formation. 33rd FEBS Congress and 11th IUBMB meeting, Athens, Greece. 

24. Zografidis Α, Kapolas G., Milioni D and Haralampidis K. (2006) Molecular characterization of the PESCADILLO orthologe in plants. 28th Hellenic Society for Biological Science (EEBE) meeting. Ioannina, Greece. 

25. Milioni D, Dahiya P, Fulton D, Stacey NJ, Sado PE, Mourelatou M, Wheeler G, Roberts K, and McCann MC (2002) Commitment and differentiation to a tracheary element cell fate: a molecular analysis. American Society of Plant Biologist (ASPB) Meeting. Denver, Colorado, USA.

26. Haralampidis K, Milioni D, Rigas S and Hatzopoulos P (2002) Combinatorial interaction of cis elements direct the expression of the Arabidopsis AtHsp90-1 gene. 13rd International Conference on Arabidopsis research. Seville, Spain.
27. Milioni D, Dahiya P, Stacey NJ, Sado PE, Mourelatou M, Fulton D, Doonan JH, Roberts K, and McCann MC (2001) Early events in commitment to tracheary element fate in the Zinnia mesophyll cell system. American Society of Plant Biologist (ASPB) Meeting. Providence, Rhode Island, USA

28. Milioni D, Sado P, Stacey NJ, Roberts K and McCann MC (2001). Expression profiling of tracheary elemnt formation. 9th International Cell Wall Meeting, Toulouse, France.

29. Sado P, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Roberts K and McCann MC (2001). Secondary wall formation in an in-vitro system. 9th International Cell Wall Meeting, Toulouse, France.

30. Sado P, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Roberts K and McCann MC (2000). Secondary wall formation in an in vitro system. Annual Science Meeting, John Innes Centre & Sainsbury Laboratory, JIC Norwich, UK. 
31. Mourelatou M, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Lunnes PA, Doonan J and McCann MC (2000). Differentiation versus proliferation in the Zinnia elegans model system. Annual Science Meeting, John Innes Centre & Sainsbury Laboratory, JIC, Norwich, UK.
32. Sado P, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Roberts K and McCann MC (2000). Secondary wall formation in an in vitro system. Gordon Research Conference on Plant Cell Walls, Kimhall Union Academy, Meriden, USA.
33. Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Sado P, Roberts K and McCann MC (2000). Differential gene expression during tracheary element formation. 6th International Congress of Plant Molecular Biology, Quebec, Canada.
34. Mourelatou M, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Lunnes PA, Doonan J and McCann MC (2000). Differentiation versus proliferation in the Zinnia elegans model system. Cell and Develpmental Biology. BSCB/BSDB joint spring meeting, University of Warwick.
35. Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Sado P, Roberts K and McCann MC (1999). Cell wall changes associated with tracheid differentiation. Workshop on: Dynamics of the Plant Extracellular Matrix. Instituto Juan March de estudios e investigaciones, Madrid, Spain.
36. Sado P, Milioni D, Stacey NJ, Roberts K and McCann MC (1999). Secondary  cell wall formation. Annual Science Meeting, John Innes Centre & Sainsbury Laboratory, JIC, Norwich, UK.14

37. Piffanelli P, Milioni D, Hatzopoulos P and Murphy DJ (1994). Characterization of bi-directional plant nuclear gene promoter controlling two independently expressed and differentially regulated proteins encoded on opposite DNA strands. 4th International Congress of Plant Molecular Biology. Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
Current activties and research Interests
1. Identity and function of genes involved in determining cell fate, in coordinating cell proliferation and differentiation, and in building the secondarily-thickened lignified  walls that are characteristic of tracheary elements.

2. The role of the hsp90 chaperone in plant development.
3. Biotechnology applications in non-food crops.
Research Programmes/Funding
1. THALIS (2012-2015) Understanding tolerance of plants to abiotic stresses: the cross-talk of polyamine derived-hydrogen peroxide, heat shock proteins and polyphenols in tolerance of transgenic plants to salinity, heat and heavy metals. General Secretariat of Research & Technology/EU/NSRF, Partner

2. FP7 European Projects KBBE (2008-2011) Future Crops for Food, Feed, Fiber and Fuel, EU, Partner
3. FP7 European Projects KBBE (2007-2009) Νοn food crops for a European bio-based industry and sustainable agriculture, EU, Partner
4. PYTHAGORAS II (2005-2007) Signal transduction mechanisms and plant development. Greek Ministry of Education (EPEAEK)/EU (Grant No. 44.53.0177). coordinator
5. PYTHAGORAS II (2005-2007) The role of pescadillo gene in Arabidopsis root development. Greek Ministry of Education (EPEAEK)/EU (Grant No.56.90.7406), partner  
6. Programme Marie Curie Fellowships Return Grant, Quality of Life, 5th Framework (2002-2003), Title: The role of PESCADILLO in cell cycle progression and xylogenesis (MCFI-2002-01571)
7. ‘Molecular analysis of xylem differentiation in higher plants’.2000-2002, financed by EU (Μarie Curie Training Grant , Biotechnology, QLK5CT199951416).
List of collaborators

1) Dr E Alexopoulou, CRES
2) Prof. AL Fernando, University Nova de Lisboa, Portugal  

3) Prof. K Haralampidis, National and Kapodestrian University of Athens
4) Prof M McCann, Purdue University
5) Prof A Monti, University of Bologna; Italy 

6) Prof K Papadopoulou, University of Thessaly
7) Prof K Roubelakis-Angelakis, University of Crete
8) Prof A Roussis, National and Kapodestrian University of Athens
9) Dr D Samakovli, Palacký University Olomouc, Czech Republic

10) Dr J Samaj, Palacký University Olomouc, Czech Republic
11) Dr Georg Seifert, Department of Applied Genetics and Cell Biology, BOKU, Austria
ERASMUS collaborations 
1) Prof. AL Fernando, University Nova de Lisboa, Portugal  
2) Dr Georg Seifert, Department of Applied Genetics and Cell Biology, BOKU

